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Discipline of Boys Today Is Not

What It Used To

e

“The Chief’s idea was: You show me a boy who
sees somehody wearing a Scout badge, and he
fails to salute him, and I will tell you what sort

of a troop he belongs to.”

By

Headquarters Scout Commissioner W. (“BILL”) BAKER

The late (Jue[ Scout, Lord Baden-Powell, presenting the King's Flag

to Mr Baker at Cape Town in 1912.

COUTING has been my
one hobby since I took
it up, and I have given
up all my spave time to
it. Even now, I am
willing to have a eut at

any work that our headquar-
ters likes to give me. In my
spare Saturday afternoons, I
attenr the meetings of the Air
Scouts at Young’s Field, Wyn-
berg, and lend a hand.

At one time I was running
three troops, at Muizenberg,
Observatory and Claremont.
Scoutmasters have always been
hzud to get.

Let me tell you how the
movement really started in this
country. It happened in Clare-
mont, at the Cape, where 1
have all my life been con-
neeted with the Scouts.

A boys’ paper was published
in England ealled the Union
Jack. Two boys in the Clare-
mont Public School who took
it regularly, read the articles
about Scouting which Baden
Powell had started to write,
and they, with their friends,
st'\yted to play at Scouting.

My boy Joe, and a couple of

other fellows in the Feldhausen
School at Clavemont, asked if
they could not be Scouts, too.
So I became their Scoutmaster,
and my friend, Mr George
French, a schoolmaster at the
Public  School, Dbecame the
leader of the other troop.

Both  troops started on
March 17th, 1908, which was

-

St. Patrick’s Day. I wrote to
Scout Headquarters in London

‘teIling them we had two troops

formed at Cape Town, and
they wrote back, asking me
why not call my troop the

First South Africa.

I can remember calling on
Mr French, telling him to fill
in the registration form for his
troop, which we had decided to
call the 1st Claremont; mine
was the 2nd Claremont. He
had a big snake in his pocket;
he was always keen on them.

I had the greatest difficulty
in persuading him to send the
form in, and I had a job to
make him sit down then and
there and fill in the form.

Meanwhile, the 1st Observa-
tory troop was registered as
the 1st Cape Colony. Then
came  the Simonstown troop,
with the present Mayor, Mr
L. C. Gay, as a patrol leader.
They were a fine crowd of lads
—all dockyard apprentices.
Next was the 1st Cape Town
troop, which started in Annan-
dale Street.

Both Mr French and I re-
ceived our Scoutmasters war-
rants at the same time, and
both had the same date,
October 22nd, 1909. These
were the first ever issued to
any men in South Africa, and
I still have mine, which I keep
as a souvenir.

In ‘those days people used to
chivvy me and laugh when I
went out with the boys. They
called us the “broomstick
warriors.”

The second outing of my
troop was a week-end hike,
when we trekked along the
flats to Strandfontein, slept
the night there, and returned
next day.

———————————————_———n—— |
The writer, who, at 79, is probably the oldest Scout still actively serv-

ing the youth of South Africa.

He is now helping with the newly-

formed Air Scout troop at Wynberg.

That was the first of many
outings, which were very
popular with the Scouts, and
provided good training. In the
early days, there was more
OUT in Scouting.

The first medals for life-
saving were won in aster,
1908. During that week-end, I
had been out on a hike with
my boys to Kommetjie. Some
of my Scouts were at Fish
Hoek. A- boat was Dbeing
beached by somebody who did
not know how to do it. He got
it broadside on the waves, and
it turned over, pinning a man
underneath. ,

The three Scouts who were
watching the operations with
all the usual boyish curiosity,
saw what was happening,

The early days of Scouting at the Cape.

at the Castle.

The photograph was taken durmg a pdrade of Cape Town Scouts

nipped in and got the man out.
I think these boys were
named.MacKenzie, Seaton and
Blanckenberg. There was no
recommending them for a
medal, but they got it.

A report of the deed ap-
peared in the newspapers, and
must have caught the eye of
the Governor-General, Lovd
Gladstone, who sent his aide-
de-camp to get the particulars
from me. I was acting secre-
tary of the movement at the
time, and enquired into it. The
result was a Silver Medal
award to each boy.

Very shortly afterwards,
another Scout, Herman Wic-
kens, saw a drunk man lying
across the railway line, and
managed to roll him o:if just in
time before a tvain came along.
He was awardad the Bronze
Medal.

We must remember that- the
experimeéntal camp on Brown-

sea Island was' not the veal
date the Scont movement
started. In England it began

in Februarv, 1908, and we
started out here in the ‘ollow—
ing month.

At first evarything had to
go to England for vegistration,
but in 1911 we startcil regis-
trations in Cape Town, for the
Cape of Good Houe, and this
was all done in my drawing-
room at home, which was the
Scout Headquairters. A num-
ber of warrvants for troops still
bear my signature.

In 1912 we opened an office
in Castle Street, Capz Town,
and I was made District Scout-

master Cape Tow™, ha
following year wmy title was
ief autmaster  of  the
Western District, Cape Pro-
vince.
The year

memories of the

the year when
(Continucid on page 8H)



April 2, 1948,

THE OUTSPAN

Discipline of Boys Today Is Not What It Used To Be

the founder of the movement,
made his first inspection tour
to South Africa after having
retired from the Army and
gone into Scouting as a full-
time job.

But before telling you the
excited things of the rally, you
might like to_hear something
of my previous contacts with
the Chief.

When I was a boy, we lived
near the Castle, at the old
military hospital. When Baden-
Powell’s servant took out his
polo ponies for exercise, I
would often ride one, and the
servant mounted the other. I
don’t think Baden-Powell ever
knew of this. .

Later, when I was working
on the construction of the tele-
graph line to Vryburg, I met
him when he was going to
Matabeleland.

But it was in 1912 when I
first met him as Scout meets
Secout. I went down to the
boat. By then I had been
awarded the Silver Wolf deco-
ration, but had forgotten to
put it on when I went to meet
the Chief. When he greeted
me, he took the Silver Wolf off
his own neck and put it on to
me. “That is your reward for
organising Scouting in the
Cape of Good Hope,” he said,
and after seeing something of
the boys, stated that he could
see we were carrying out the
ideals of Scouting for Boys.

Msajor J. C. Hanna, R.A,,
was the first Commissioner for
the Cape of Good Hope, and

the Cape Garrison Artillery.
He went to the Rhodes Mem-
orial at Mowbray, with the
Chief Scout and others, but
there was not a soul in sight.

Suddenly Major Hanna ssid:
“Would you Iike to see some
Scouts?” The Chief nodded.
“Then blow your whistle,”
instructed the Major.

He did so. This was the
signal for hundreds of bhoys
who had stowed away in the
forest. They broke ground and
ran out from all directions for
the Memorial. When they
assembled, Baden-Powell ad-
dressed them, and. inspected
the King’s Scouts and patrol
leaders.

During this visit, the Chief
Scout presented the King's
Colours to me for South
Africa, This flag was for the
troop with the biggest percen-
tage of King’s Scouts. The
Cape held it for three years,
then the Bellevue Troop in the
Transvaal had it. Eventually
the flag was sent back to
London.

During a lecture on Scouting,
in the City Hall, Cape Town,
I remember the Chief’s tactful
reply when a Coloured clergy-
man wanted to know if any-
thing could be done for the
Coloured boys. He said, “That
is a matter for your local
people here to deal with. I can
only refer you to the Fourth
Scout Law, but local conditions
must govern.”

Years later, Scouting was

{Continued from page 33)

I gave them my support and
assistance.

I next saw Baden-Powell at
the Hyde Park rally in 1919,
just before I returned to South
Africa from war service. He
invited me on to the rostrum
and what a sight it was to
look down on those Scouts. I
was to meet him again in 1936
at the East London Jamboree,
but the old Chief was too sick
to say much to anyone then.

He
is wearing the Silver Wolf badge.

Mr Baker as he was in 1911,

Nevertheless, my experiences
there lead me to think that a
South African Jamboree is
something worth cultivating.

People often wonder how I
got my Scout name of
Umhlanga — pronounced Oom-
slong-er. It was given to me
by the Basuto boys who were
in the contingent that went
overseas with me in 1915, My
0.C. asked me to take some of
the Sub-Chiefs up Table Moun-
tain to see the big river. They
meant the sea.

I took them up, and we slept
the night at the top of Skele-
ton Gorge. We were up at
daybreak, and I took them over
the ridge. All the quoiks and
clicking were to be heard,
when they gasped in amaze-
ment at the big, wide river.

Next day, on parade, the
interpreter I had kept using
the word Umhlanga. I never
knew what it was for. After-
wards I discovered it was my
Native name.

Whether it is true or not, I
cannot say. But I was told it
meant, “The man from the
mountain.” So I kept it as my
Scout name.

Among my happiest mem-
ories are of the combined
Scout camps at the Woolwash,
Paarl, where every year as
many as 500 boys would be in
camp. At one of the Easter
camps, we sent a heliographed
message from the Paarl Rock
to the Castle on Easter Sunday
morning. Within twenty min-

utes we had received a reply
from General Thompson. He
had been expecting something
like this, but it was all done
by the Scouts.

I was a Sergeant-Major
when I took up Scout work.
The training and discipline
helped me a great deal. The
discipline of the boys today is
not a patch on what it used to
be. The Chief’s idea was: You
show me a boy who sees some-
body wearing a Scout badge,
and he fails to salute him, and
I will tell you what sort of a
troop hegpelongs to.

Very often now I salute a
boy first, and I only get a grin
from him.

When the late Sir Patrick
Duncan was appointed Gover-
nor-General, and was made
Chief Scout for South Africa,
I had the honour of investing
him as a Scout, so that he could

lead the Promise at the
Coronation Day Parade of
Scouts.

This was a surprise to me,
because Dr Dommisse should
have done it. He, however,
asked Sir Patrick if the oldest
Scouter in the country could do
it. He agreed, and he put me
at ease straight away.

Now I am in my seventy-
ninth year, and have served
young South Africans through
Scouting for forty years. My
biggest regret is to see so

*many fellows who have got so

much out of Scouting, and
have never come back to put
anything into it.
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that our next ship-
ment of the All-
British NORMAN
Bicycles will  be
below the quantity
demanded — so
please be patient—
you'll get yours
just as soon as
supply catches up a
little on demand.

CYCLES

. NORMAN CYCLES LTD., ASHFORD, KENT,
Trade Enquiries: LISTER, DUNN LTD., 1 Burg Street, Cape Town.

LOSING WEIGHT,

foeling NERVOUS
WORN-OUT, RUNDOWN
IRRITABLE...

=—OF Worse may come!

These are sf of what doctors call
* Minaral donemy . t you
are not getting enough minerals which
Nature demands you to gnve.
The cooked-out foods that you eat aren’t
lur'plymg enough minerals for your needs.
you don’t do a hing about this
your system ak and painful ail-

ments can

appear—this means
weeks of m

attantion and drugs.

Start Building-up your Heaith
and Body at once—
without the use of drugs.

Help yourself by simply taking VIKELP,

which contains ¢ of the 12 minerals_require

by the human system, such as Calcium,

Phosphorus, Sutphur, lron, Magnesium and
od lodina,

ELP is a simple formula because it is
made entirely from a sea-plant which is the
cichest source of all these minerals,

Vitamin Br and some more Iron are
added-—no drugs whatsoever, TRY VIKELP
TODAY. Ses how much better you fael
end work — steadier nerves, healthier
appetite — and how much happier you
become,

A Food and a Tonic combined

VI K EL MINERAL

TABLETS
No. 1 Sizs, 2/9.

No. 2 Size, 5/9. No. 3 Size, 11/»

Sole Distributors:
Wuller & Phipps 8. Africa (Pty) Ltd., Jo'burg.

JEWISH

THE FUTURE OF THE

PEOPLE

is not revealed in any other book so clearly and truthfully
as in the BIBLE, especially when it is read in the light of the

NEW TESTAMENT

Jews are therefore earnestly advised to get this great Book,
and to read it carefully. Ii brings not only knowlsdge but
real joy and peace.

Free copies of the new edition of the
HEBREW - ENGLISH NEW TESTAMENT

(one volume beautifully bound) or in the Yiddish language,
translated by Dr Einspruch, are still available to every Jew
who would like to have one, either the Hebrew-English or
the Yiddish.
PLEASE WRITE TO: P. SMOLJAR,
Hotel Marseilles, Marais Road, Sea Point, Cape Town,
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¢ BLEACHING
® DISINFECTING

% THE WASH DAY WONDER *

for all white clothes

SUPER BLEACH

For Laundry, Kitchen and Bathroom.

® CLEANSING
@ DEODORISING

Obtainable from your grocer.
TRADE ENQUIRIES:

P.O. BOX 2390, JOHANNESBURG.




